PRISONER
STRIKE
ACROSS THE US
On September 9, 1971, the inmates of Aica Correctional Facility in upstate New York
seized control of the prison. The Aica uprising, which lasted for five days, was not the
first and certainly not the last prison rebellion. And yet its importance is indelibly marked
within the history of the struggle against white supremacy and the prison society we still
inhabit today.

In the forty-five years since Aica, prisons have swelled to bursting with the tragedies of
disrupted lives, fractured families, and broken communities. In the last decade, resistance
movements have steadily grown behind the prison walls. From the statewide work stoppage in Georgia prisons of 2010 to the hunger strike that spread throughout the California
prison system in 2013; from fires lit in I.C.E. detention centers in Texas to riots and prison
takeovers in Nebraska and Alabama, prisoners across the country are wide awake and on
the move. Revolt against prisons is also present on this side of the border; in Lindsay, Ontario, detainees held byCBSA in the Central East Correctional Centre have been on strike
for two years demanding an end to immigration detention.

“

We are not beasts, and we do not intend to be beaten
or driven as such... What has happened here is but the
sound before the fury of those who are oppressed.
- L. D. Barkley, participant in Attica rebellion
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This September, prisoners, their families, and supporters on the outside are coordinating a
prisoner strike across the US to take place on the 45th anniversary of the Aica rebellion.
This historic effort holds within it the potential to expand and embolden the movement
against the horrific conditions of confinement, the prisons themselves and the society
that creates them.

TOWARDS THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL PRISONS AND THE
CREATION OF A FREE AND GENUINE HUMAN COMMUNITY
supportprisonerresistance.noblogs.org
antistatestl.noblogs.org | itsgoingdown.org | iwoc.noblogs.org

